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Executive summary
Introduction
The Raw Materials Scoreboard is an ini-
tiative of the European Innovation 
Partnership (EIP) on Raw Materials. Its 
purpose is to provide quantitative data on 
the EIP’s general objectives and on the raw 
materials policy context. It presents rel-
evant and reliable information that can be 
used in policymaking in a variety of areas. 
The Scoreboard will for example be used 
to monitor progress towards a circu-
lar economy, a crucial issue on which the 
European Commission recently adopted an 
ambitious Action Plan. The Scoreboard will 
be published every two years.
The Scoreboard consists of 24 indicators 
grouped into five thematic clusters (see 
Figure 1). All indicators are based on best-
available data and are considered to meet 
the ‘RACER criteria’, i.e. they are considered 
to be relevant, accepted, credible, easy to 
compute and understand and robust.
Raw materials are the basic inputs 
that are used to produce all possible 
objects. Throughout human history, from 
the Bronze Age through the Industrial 
Revolution to our current interconnected 
world, raw materials have played an essen-
tial role in increasing human comfort.
The 20th century saw a shift from agrar-
ian to industrialised societies, together with 
a growing world population and changing 
consumption patterns. This led to a signifi-
cant increase in global demand for raw 
materials. Projections of future trends 
indicate that resource use could double 
between 2010 and 2030, mostly driven by 
demand in developing regions.
Raw materials are also essential for sus-
tainable development. For example, low-
carbon technologies are necessary for the 
EU to meet its climate and energy objec-
tives. The production of these technologies 
is expected to see the demand for certain 
raw materials increase by a factor 20 by 
2030.
1. EU share of global production
11. Mining activity
12. Mineral exploration
13. National minerals policy framework
14. Public acceptance
6. Domestic production
15. Material flows in the circular economy
17. WEEE management
16. Recycling’s contribution to meeting
materials demand
7. Value added and jobs
8. Corporate R&D investment
9. Patent applications
10. Knowledge and skills
3. Share of imports
4. Geographical concentration and governance
Imports EU economy
Recycling
Landfill &
incineration
Waste
exports
5. Export restrictions
2. Mining equipment exports
19. Air emissions
20. Water use
21. Extractive waste
22. Sustainable wood supply
23. Occupational safety
24. Sustainability reporting
Raw
materials 
extraction
Final products 
and 
distribution
Basic 
manufacturing
Consumption 
and use
End-of-life
THEMATIC CLUSTERS
 Raw materials in the global context
 Competitiveness and innovation
 Framework conditions for mining
 Circular economy and recycling
 Environmental and social sustainability
18. Trade in secondary raw materials
Figure 1: The Raw Materials Scoreboard at a glance
Throughout human history, raw 
materials have played an essential role 
in increasing human comfort
The Raw Materials Scoreboard gives 
an overview of the challenges related 
to raw materials
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Raw materials 
in the global context
>> Indicators:
1. EU share of global production
2. Mining equipment exports
3. Share of imports
4. Geographical concentration and governance
5. Export restrictions
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Competitiveness 
and innovation
>> Indicators
6. Domestic production
7. Value added and jobs
8. Corporate R&D investment
9. Patent applications
10. Knowledge and skills
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Framework conditions 
for mining
>> Indicators:
11. National minerals policy framework
12. Public acceptance
13. Mining activity in the EU
14.. Minerals exploration
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Circular economy 
and recycling
>> Indicators:
15. Material flows in the circular economy
16. Recycling’s contribution to meeting 
materials demand
17. WEEE management
18. Trade in secondary raw materials
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Environmental and 
social sustainability
>> Indicators:
19. Air emissions
20. Water
21. Extractive waste management
22. Sustainable wood supply
23. Occupational safety
24. Sustainability reporting



























